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^^ nuta with a Swede. Seleet, therefore, those great me is' 
^ out of different countries, whose characters and actions' 
^' may be besit compared together, and present them to our 
*^ view, witboiBit that disguise which the partiality of their^ 
*^ countrymen, or the malice of their 'enemies, may have 
^^ tfarowQ upon them. If I can animate you to this, pos* 
** terity will owe me a very great obligation." 

I shall close these extractjs with a short letter from Vol- 
taire, dated 26th February^ 1778^ from the Chateau de 
Femey. 

** II y a quatre jours que j'^ai refu le beau present dont 
'^ vous m^avez honore. Je le lis malgre lea fluxions hor- 
^* ribles' qui me font craindre de pedre entierement les yeuK» 
^ it me faitoublier tons mes maux. . C'est a vous et a M. 
^ Hume qu'il appartient d'ecrire Vhistoire. Vous etes 
^^ eloquent, savant, et impartial. Je me joins a I'Europe' 
*^ pour vous estimer." 



WHILE Dr. Robertson's fame was thus rapidly extend* 
hig wherever the language in which he wrote was under- 
stood and cultivated, he had the singular good fortune to 
find in M. Suard, a writer fully capable of transfusing into 
a language stiU more universal, aU the spirit and elegance 
of the ori^a). It appears from a letter preserved among 
Dr. Robertson's papers, that M. Snard was selected for this 
underuking,. by the well known baron d'HoIbach.^ He has 
since made ample additi6ns to his fame by his own produc- 
tions ; but, if I ant not mistaken, it wa» his translation of 
Charles V. which first established his reputation, and pro- 
cumd him a seat in the French academy."^ 

^ tfLOVL BARON D'»0I.fiACH TO DfL. ROBERTSONr 

Siry Paris, Uie 30t^ of May, 176a. 

I received tot a lew da^s ago the ftvour of your letter, sent to 
me &y Mr. Andrew Stuart > I am very proud of being instru- 
mental in contribnt&ig to the translation of the valuable work you 
are going to publish^ The excellent work you have* published 
already is a sure sign of the reception your History of Charles 
V. wiU meet with in the continent; such an interesting subject 



OF Xmi aO^RTSOK. ^9 

The high rank Which this, second publication of Dr. Ro* 
bertscm has long maintaiDfcd in thic list of our English clas^ 
sics, is suffijcient to justify the warm encomiams I hkve- 
already transcribed from the letters of his friends. To the 
generad expresdBions of praise, however, which they have 
bestowed. on it, I shall take the liberty of adding a few re- 
marks on some of those specific excellencies by which it 
appears to me to be more peculiarly distinguished. 

Among these excellencies, a most important one arisen 
from the address displayed by the author in surmounting a 
difficulty, which has embarrassed, more or less, all the histo^ 
nans who have attempted to record the transactions of the 
two last centuries. In consequence of those relations which 
connect together the different (countries of modern Europe 
as parts of one great system, a general knowledge of the 
contemporary situation of other nations becomes indispen- 
sable to those who would fully comprehend the political 
transactions of any one state at a particular period. In 
writing the history of a great nation, accordingly, it is ne- 
cessary to connect with the narrative, occasional episodes 
with respect to such foreign a&irs as had an influence on 
the policy of the government, or on the fortunes of the peo- 
ple. To accomplish this with success, by bestowing on 
these digressions, perspicuity and interest, without enter- 
ing into that minuteness of detail which might mislead 
the attention of ' the reader from the principal subject, is 



deserves undoubtedly the attention of all Europe. You are very 
much in the right of being afraid of the hackney translators of 
Holland and Paris ; accordingly I thought it my duty to find out 
an able hand capable of answering your desire. M. Skiard, a gen- 
tleman well known for his style in French) and his knowledge in 
the English language, has, at my request, undertaken the trans- 
lation of your valuable book ; I know nobody in this countiy 
capable of performing better such a grand design. Consequent- 
ly the best way will be for your bookseller, as sooo ai he pub- 
lishes one sheet to send it immediately d Monsieur M, Stiard^ 
Direct cur de la Gazette de France^ rue St, Rock i Paris, By 
means of this the sheets of your book will be translated as soon 
as they come from the press, provided the bookseller of London 
Is very strict in not shewing the same favdur to any other man 
upon the continent. 

I have die l^onour to be with great consideration, &c. 



OF DR. BOBERTSON. ^3 

*^ Adam Smith." It was, indeed, a subject worthy of their 
genius ; for, in the whole history of human affairs, no spec« 
tacle occurs so wonderful in itself, or so momentous in its 
conse<{uettces, as the growth of that system which took its 
rise from the conquests of the barbarians. In consequence 
of these, the western parts of ]^\irope were overspread 
with a thick night of superstition and ignorance, which last- 
ed nearly a thousand years ; yet this event, which had at 
first so unpromising an aspect, laid the foupd^tiop of ^, state 
of society far more favourable to the general and permanent 
happiness of the human race, than any which the world had 
hitherto seen; a state of society which required many 
ages to bring it to that condition which it has now at- 
tained, and which will probj|.bl v. ^ require ages more to 
bestow on it all the perfection pf, which it seems ^o be 
gradually susceptible. By dividing Europe into a number 
of large monarchies, agreeing witH eaph other in their fun- 
damental institutions, but differing in the nature both of 
their moral and physical advantages; and poss^ssin^ at the 
same, time, such measures of relative force as to render 
them objects of mutual respec^^. jt muhipliefl the chances 
.ef human improvement ; securea a mutual communication 
of lights among vast political com^iunities, all of them 
fitted to contribute their respective shares to the commo^n 
stock of knowledge and refinement ; and sheltered science 
and civilization, till they had tiine %q strike their roots so 
deep, and to scatter their seeds so wide, that their final pro* 
gress over the whole globe can now be checked oi^Iy by some 
calamity fatal to the species. / 
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$ L jBir^A <if Mary^ Deqember 8, 1S42, and iUUe cf the 
kingdom. $ IL Pret€n$ions of cardinalJSeatoun to the 
regency. — Earl of Arran chosen regent^ir^haracter of 
Beaioun — of Arran. § III. Schemes of Henry VJII. 
with regard to Scotland, — III conducted by himself. — 
O(iious to the Scots, though in fart accepted by them. — 
Favoured by the regent. — Opposed by the cardinal. $ I V. 
He excites almost the whple nation against the English. 
§ V. Obliges the regent to renounce the friendship with 
England — and to persecute the reformers. ^ VI. Bea- 
toun engrosses the chief direction of affairs. § Vlh 
Henry invades Scotland. $ VIII* A peace concluded. 
§ IX. The murder of Beatqun. §^ X. The regent, at" 
tempts in vain to seize tke murderersm $ XL Troops 
arrive from France. — Force the castle of St* Andrews 
to surrender. $ XIL New breach'with England* $ ^lU^ 
Scotland invaded by the English. § XIV« Battle of 
JPinkey. $ XV. Their victory of little benefit to the 
English. $ XVL Forces the Scots into a closer union ' 
with France, and to offer their queen in marriage to 
the dauphin. § XVII. The treaty for that > purpose 
concluded. $ XVIII. Mary sent to be educated -in 
France. $ XIX. Peace concluded* $ XX. The Scots 
become jealous (fthe French. $ XXL Progress of the 
reformation. % XXIL The queen dowager aspires t^ 
the office of regent.^^ourts the reformers. — Prevails on 
the regent to resign his office. $ XXIIL She obtains 
the regency. $ XXIV. Reformation continues to make 
great progress. $ XXV. A view of the political cauees 
which contributed towards that. $ XXVI. The queen 
regent begins her administration with some unpopuktr 
measures. $ XXVIL Attempts to engage the kingdom in 
la war with England. $ XXVI IL The queen^s mar* 
riage with the dauphin. $ XXIX. Artifces of the 
Vol. L D d 



1544. HISTORY OF SCOTLAN6. 22^ 

guishing and inactive war, by a peace, in which Englatid| 
France, and Scotland were comprehended. Henry labour* 
ed to exclude the Scots from the benefit of this treaty, and 
to reserve them for that vengeance which his attention to 
the affairs of the continent had hitherto delayed; But al- 
though a peace with England was of the last consequence 
to Francis I. whom the emperor was preparing to attack 
with all his forces, he was too generous to abandon allies 
* who had served him with fidelity, and he chose rather to 
purchase Henry's friendship with disadvantage to himself^ 
than to leave them exposed to danger. By yielding some 

of the miseries to which the most fertile counties in the kingdom 
w^re exposed, by a sudden and destructive incursion of the bor- 
derers. The first seems to be the. report made to Henry by the 
English wardens of the marches for the year 15 44, and contains 
their exploits from the 2d of July to the I7th of November. The 
account it gives of the different inroads, or forraysj as they are 
called, is very minute ; and in conclusion, the sum total of mis- 
chief they did is thus computed : 

Towns, towers, stedes, barnekyns, parishe-churches, 

bastle-houses, cast down or burnt . . 192 
Scots slain ........ 403 

Prisoners taken 816 

Nolt, i. e. homed cattle, taken . . 10,386 

Sheep . 12,492 

Nags and geldings 1,296 

Goats 200 

Bolls of corn 850 

Insight-gear, i. e. household furniture, not reckoned. 

Haynes's State Papers, 43. 

The other contunsan account of an inroad by the earl of Heft* 

ford, between the 8th and 23d of September, 1 545 ; the narrative 

Xs more general, but it appears that he had burnt, ra^ed, and de<- 

«troyed, in the counties of Berwick and Roxburgh only, 

Monasteries and friar-houses . . . 7 

Castles, towers, and piles . . . . ^6 

Market towns 5 

Villages . 243 

MUns 13 

Hospitals 3 ^ 

All these were cast down or burnt Haynes, 52. As the Scots 
were no less skilful in the practice of irrej^ulai* war^ we may con^ 
elude that the damage which they did in England was not in- 
considerable ; and that their raids were no less wasteful than the 
fpraffa of the English. 



